CJRTC March Madness at

Mystic Pines
6th Annual Terrier Fun Day

Welcome to the 6th annual Mystic Pines Jack Russell Terrier Fun Day.  We are excited to host new and old friends for a fun day of terrier activities.  We can guarantee that there will be one or more events your terrier will enjoy.  Come for a couple of hours or stay all day.  We know you and your terrier will be surprised at all the different activities to engage terrier minds and athletic abilities.  Similarly sized earth-dog types are also welcome (Border Terriers, Patterdales, Dachshunds, etc).
About Us:  We got our first JRT (Bailey Austin) in June of 1997.  During a fall vacation that year, we saw an exhibition of JRT racing in New York.  We discovered terrier trials when “surfing the net” and attended our first trial in May 2000.  Since that time, we spend 10 – 20 weekends per year attending terrier trials from New York to Florida. Our terrier family has also increased in numbers. We have terriers from other kennels as well as from rescue/shelter situations and our own breeding program.  We are members of the Jack Russell Terrier Club of America (JRTCA) and all of our terriers are JRTCA registered or recorded.
About Terrier Trials:  JRT enthusiasts have been supporting trials for many years.  The first JRTCA National was held in September 1983 with the most recent JRTCA National Trial in October hosting over 1,000 entries.  Trials are sanctioned by the JRTCA and as such must meet standard criteria to promote consistency throughout the country.  Check out www.terrier.com for more details.

Most state clubs or individual kennels host “FUN DAYS”.  These are more informal days than a “sanctioned” trial.  As with any hobby, terrier folks like nothing better than getting together to play with our dogs.  Listed below is a brief description of events being offered at our fun day.

Racing: For many JRT trial regulars, racing is what trials are all about.  We are up at the crack of dawn to complete pre-racing rituals and be the first to the heat sheets.  Racing can be a challenge for new dogs.  Wearing a muzzle for the first time, getting loaded in a start box, and going through the hole at the end of the track can be overwhelming.  We will be offering practice racing from 9:00-9:45 for dogs who have never raced.  There is no charge for this and you can run as many times as we can arrange based on the number of dogs who need to practice.

 All dogs (including 4-6 month puppies) must have a “closed end” muzzle.  This is to protect the dogs as well as the volunteer catchers in the catch pen.  You can expect your terrier to become a “different animal” when chasing the tail with up to 5 other dogs after the same thing.  Experienced dogs are very willing to fight over the lure in the catch pen.  These muzzles can be found on the internet in a number of places, but we suggest the ones found at www.petedge.com.  We recommend either the pro-guard softie muzzle (small or medium) or a plastic basket muzzle (8.75, 10.75 or 12).  Both are priced around $10.00.  Muzzles can also be ordered from PetEdge by telephone at 800-738 3343.  We will have a limited number of loaner muzzles available, and there will also be muzzles available for sale by the Carolinas Jack Russell Terrier Club (CJRTC).
Racing is divided by heights.  Directions for measuring a terrier can be found at www.terrier.com.  Sometimes the easiest way is to mark a line on the wall at 12.5 inches and one at 15 inches.  Place the dog’s shoulders on the line to get a general idea if they are 10-12.5 inches (“unders”) or between 12.5 and 15 inches (“overs”).  If you are not able to get an exact height, we will measure the dog at the fun day and place them in the appropriate class. Racing will start promptly at 10:00.  Please plan to arrive by around 9:00 to get an orientation to the trial site.

Dogs less than 10 inches are called “shorties” and they have their own specific classes.  Dogs over 15 inches will have a very difficult time fitting in a start box.   Dogs over 15 inches are invited to participate in the other events especially lure coursing. 
The remaining events (see below) will open after racing is concluded and racing ribbons are awarded.  There is no order to participating (except for conformation).  Just show up at the event and get in line.  If one event has a line, you are welcome to stay there or go to one of the others.  Ribbons for these events will be awarded at the end of the day (i.e., when all the dogs have completed all the events).  This is usually around 4:00 depending on the number of dogs participating.

Go-to-ground:  Jack Russell Terriers were bred to hunt quarry in underground tunnels.  GTG is a timed event run in above ground tunnel liners.  The novice tunnel is 10 feet long with one turn.  We will be offering “schooling” for new dogs.  At the end of the tunnel are rats in a cage. The terrier must “work” (bark, whine, scratch, or stare at) the “quarry” to get credit.  If your dog completes the novice tunnel, you may move them to the longer 30 foot tunnel class (additional $5.00 entry fee). 

Barn Hunt/Brush Hunt:  Another chore Jack Russell Terriers are well known for is keeping the stables free of rats.  Barn hunt is a simulated stable setting in which a tube of rats is hidden in the hay.  It is up to the terrier human to help their dog find the rats and call “time”.  This event maybe a little easier for new hunters as going in a long, dark GTG tunnel can be overwhelming.  Brush Hunt is set up in a fenced wooded area.  The quarry is hidden in the brush and the terrier must “seek and find”.  Classes are divided by height and age. (We will be offering either barn OR brush hunt depending on weather conditions that day).
Lure Coursing:   Most new terriers will run a lure course without hesitation. You get two runs with the fastest time of the two recorded.   Dogs who are sometimes “intimidated” on the race track will consistently be in the ribbons on the lure course. So, how fast is your Jack? Come to lure coursing and find out! Classes divided by height, sex, and age.

Conformation:  When most people think about dog shows, conformation is what comes to mind.  Conformation folks get to sleep in and eat a sit-down breakfast, as this event starts long after the chaos of racing is over.  Dogs are judged according to the “breed standard” and then ranked by the judge.  The breed standard will be the JRTCA standard (which is far different from the AKC standard for the “Parson Russell Terrier”), and can be found on terrier.com.  In addition, we will be offering classes for the “family pet” including best trick(s) and a costume class.  

Junior Handler Division:  The JRTCA strongly supports youth handlers, as they are the future of our terriers.  If this might be something of interest for your children we would be happy to meet with them before the fun day to show them the ropes of handling their terrier.  We also have several terriers in our kennel that are experienced in all 3 events and would be glad to “loan” them out for the day to provide a positive experience for your child.
General Reminders:  At the JRTCA website you can find useful information about terrier trial events.  These are a few reminders to help you throughout the day.  Events will run “rain or shine” unless the grounds are absolutely too wet to drive on.  There is limited shade at the farm so please bring a hat and sunscreen.  Come prepared for any type of weather.

Puppies must be 4 months of age to participate at the fun day.  All puppies and adult dogs must have proof of current rabies vaccination.  This is the actual paper certificate with the vet’s signature.  This is to protect all of us who attend the trial as well as other dogs.  Due to the fact that puppies younger than four months of age have not received all of their vaccines yet, and have not fully developed their immune system, NO PUPPIES YOUNGER THAN 16 WEEKS will be allowed on the trial site.
Please bring a leash and keep your dog(s) on a leash at all times (except when participating in an event).  When this many terriers come together in one place it is chaos!!  We also strongly recommend bringing some type of crate or exercise pen.  While we encourage you to let your dog watch racing, dogs can quickly tire themselves out by struggling against the leash to get on the track.  
Please bring water for yourselves and your dogs.  There will be water on site, but be aware sometimes differences in water can cause tummy upsets. We always carry gallon jugs of bottled water when we travel with our terriers.

Limited food service will be provided.  You might consider bringing additional snacks, soft drinks, or picnic food.  Camping/folding chairs and tables are also recommended.

Finally, please pick up after yourselves and your dog(s).  Poop pick up bags will be available or you can bring your own to keep in your pockets.  Again this is an infection control concern for all of us attending the event.  We all dislike stepping in dog poop so, BAG IT UP.  There will be trash cans at several locations throughout the event site.  It is our plan to offer more of these events and we appreciate your efforts to help keep our property clean.  THANK YOU!!!

Thank you for attending our fun day.  If you have any questions about the event please contact us.  Entry fees go into an account to cover trial expenses and are only used for fun day activities (ribbons, event insurance, food vendors, donations to clubs for racing catchers, port-a-johns, etc).  Any extra funds are used for the following year’s fun day, or may be used for our Jack Russell rescue efforts.
